BAKER & MILLER PLLC

ATTORNLCYS and COUNBCLLORS

2401 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, KW
BUITC 300
WABHINGTON, DC “ 20037

TELEPHONE (202) 882 7820
FACSIMILE (202) 003-7049

Crystal M, Zorbaugh (202) 883-7811 {Diract Oial) .
E-Ma1l czo’baughi@bakerandmilier com

December 19, 2012 ENTERED
Offico of Proceedings
BY HAND DELIVERY
Ms Victona Rutson DEC 18 2012
Dircctor, Section of Environmental Analysis Part of
Surface Transportation Board Pubiic Record
395 EE Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423-0001

RE:  IWest Michigan Railroad Co. — Abandonment Exemption — In Van Buren
County, M1, STB Docket No AB-1107X

Dear Ms Rutson:

Yesterday, we scnt lhc attached Environmental and Historic Report ("E&HR™) Lo the
relevant consulting agencies' regarding West Michigan Railroad Company’s ("WM]I™) intention
to (ile, on or abowt January 7, 2013, a Notice of Exemption pursuant to 49 CFR Part 1152 50,
Subpart I' (Exempt Abandonments. ¢l al.) 1o permil the abandonment of approximately 10.67
miles of rail line located in Van Buren County, Michigan. The subject rail line propoacd for
abandonment (the “Line”) extends from milepost 19.88 (west of the Line’s crossing of 56'
Street. near Lawrence. M) 1o milepost 30 55 (cast of Kalamazoo Street in Paw Paw, MI). ~
Line traverses United States Postal Zip Code tenitorics 49064 and 49079.

LCnclosed for your records is a copy of the E&HR which describes the proposed action,
discusses possible environmental and historic cffects, and includes a map of the affected arca.
As you well know, the Board’s Hisloric Report regulations require that abandoning carricrs such
as WMI supply photographic documentation of all structures located along the Line that are
believed to be 50 years old or older. There are 2 ralroad structures on the Linc that WMI
believes may be 50 ycars old or older, cach of them a bridge. To establish compliance with the
Board’s rules, we have included with the attached malterials copies of the original pholos sent to
the Michigan State Ilousing Development Authority — State Historic Preservation Office.

' Copices of the leiters that WMI sent to the relevant consulting agencies and a copy of the
E&HR that was scnt to cach consulling agency arc altached hereto.
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If you have any questions concerning this proposed abandonment or the enclosed
matenals related thereto. please contact me at (202) 663-7831.

Sincerely.

tad M’ZongQ

Crystal M. Zorbaugh
Legal Assistant
Enclosures
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-1107X

WEST MICHIGAN RAILROAD CO.
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN VAN BUREN COUNTY, Ml

CONSOLIDATED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

In the above-captioned procceding. West Michigan Railroad Co. (“"WMI™) intends to
abandon approximately 10.67 miles of r.ulro.ld (hercinafter, the “Line™) extending from milepost
19 88 (west of the Linc’s crossing of 56™ Street, ncar Lawrence. MI) 1o milepost 30 55 (cast of
Kalamazoo Street in Paw Paw. M), The Line proposed for abandonment is locited entirely in
Van Buren County, Michigan In accordance with 49 CFR §§ 1105 7 and 1105 8. WMI hereby
submits the lollowing consolidated Environmental and Historic Report (*E&HR™ or “Report™):

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(1) PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Describe the proposed action, including commoditices transported, the planned disposition
(if any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes
in current operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives
(o the propased action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating
the project.

WMI' proposes to abundon appm\lmdltly 10.67 miles ol rail line (extending from
milepost 19 88 (west of the Line’s crossing of 56™ Streel. near Lawience. MI) to milcpost 30.55
(east ol Kalamazoo Street in Paw Paw, M1) The Line is located in Van Buren County:.
Michigan A map delincating the proposed project/abandonment is attached as Exhibit 1 Upon
obltaining awhority 1o abandon the Linc. WMI plans 1o remove the Line’s rail and salvageable
track material (such as tie plates, fastencrs, crossties. and, possibly. the upper layer of ballast).
and will dispose of the underlying real estate comprising the Line™s right-of-way 1o the extent it
is held in fee by WML,

The Lince has been ot ol service for over (wo years, and WMI may thereflore avail itself

' WMI is among 17 Class 11l railroads commonly controlled by Pioneer Ratlcoip (*Pioncer™)
See Pioneer Raileorp — Continuance in Control Exemplion — Georgia Southern Railway Co..
ST13 Finance Docket No. 35323 (87118 served December 2, 2009).
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of the two-yeur-out-ol=service abandonment provision al 49 CFR parl 1152, subpart ¥ (Lixempt
Abandonments and Discontinuances of Service and Trackage Rights).

WMI does not intend as pant of its planned irack salvage and/or re-deployment Lo disturb
the sub-gradeor sub-grade structures, and it will not engage in any cxcavation or soil/giound
disturbance activities. Abandonment and the resuliant salvage of the Line will eliminate 34 at-
grade rail-highway crossings — 14 privale crossings, and 20 public crossings.

The only alternative 1o abandonment would be for WMI not 10 abandon the Line, and
instead to 1etain the Line. and to incur losses associated with the ownership of unused rail asscts
In addition. the Michigan Department of ‘Transportation (“MDO 1™) has informed WM that the
public at-grade crossings along the Line are regarded by MDOT as a burden on local highway
uansportation. For this reason. MDO'l has demanded WMI cither Lo umprove crossing, surface
condilions (potentially at cosis to be borne by local transportation authorilies and mumicipalitics
that ultimately may be responsible for crossing surfaces upkeep) or 10 remove the crossings.
Accordingly. the proposed abandonment would advance MDOT's highway transportation
objectives. The no-action allernative, in which the rail assets would remain in place, would
frustrale WMI™s und, by extension, Pioncer’s to extract value from otherwise unused assets. and.,
as approptiate. to re-deploy certain of the Line’s rail asscis on other Pioneer-controlled railroads
The no-action alternative would also lorce ceitain at-grade crossing surface improvement costs
upon WMI and the surrounding communitics.

(2) TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems and
patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted to
other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action.

The Line has been inactive for over two years, and. for this reason. the proposed
abandonment wall have ne impact on regional or local transpoitation sysiems and pauterns. No
passenger or {reight traflic would be diverted 10 other systems or modcs as a result of the
proposed abandonment

(3) LAND USE

(i) Bascd on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencics, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans,
Deseribe any inconsistencies.

WMI heleves that the proposed abandonment 1s consistent with. and would promole,
existing Jand use plans  The land adjoining the Line consists of rural open lands (ficlds). forested
arcas, residential (suburban-style) communities. and light industnal sites.

By leuers dated December 18, 2012, copics of this Reporl have been mailed to the
appropriale local and state contacts. including representatives ol Van Buren County. Lawrence
Township. Paw Paw Township, Village of Lawrence. and the Village ol Paw Paw lor their input
and comment. See E&IR Consultation Letter Example and Scrvice List. attached as Exhibit 2.
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(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect
of the proposed action on any prime agricultural land.

WMI doces not believe that there is any prime agricultural land that would be adversely
afTecied by the proposed abandonmeni. As indicated above, the lund through which the Line
traverses includes flat terrain and some rolling hills. Furthermore, the proposed abandonment
should not in any way contribute to farmland loss, and could in fact permit the abandoned right-
ofl-way (o be converted, where practicable. 10 turmland use. Nevertheless. WMI has notified the
United States Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service of the
proposcd abandonment by letter dated December 18, 2012 (to which letter this E&HR was
appended). soliciting input on the proposed abandonment’s potential effects on prime
agncultural land Sec E&IIR Consultation Letter Example and Service List. attached as Exhibit
2.

(iii)  1f the action affeets land or water uses within a designated coastal zone,
include the coastal zone information required by 1105.9.

WMI has reviewed the Michigan Department of IEnvironmental Quality. Water
Resources Division's ("MDEQWR™) Coastal Zone Boundary Maps and determined that the
proposcd abandonment would not be subject to review under any coastal zonc management plan.
Nevertheless. 10 assure compliance wath the requirements of 49 CFR § 1105 9, WMI has scrved
a copy of this Report on MDEQWR by letter dated December 18,2012, See E&HR Consultation
Letter Example and Service List, attached as Exhibit 2

(iv)  If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-
way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10905 and explain

why.

WMI believes that the Line might be suitable for aliermate public use. For example, the
Linc’s right-of-way might be suited for use as a recrcational trail

(4) ENERGY

(i) Deseribe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
Fesources.

There has been no local or overhead traflic on the Line in at least two vears. and. for this
reason, the proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transporiation of encrgy resources.

(ii)  Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

Because the Line has been inactive for two years, the proposed abandonment should have no
efTect on the transportation and/or recovery of recyclable commodities.

(iii)  State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in
overall energy efficiency and explain why.

Because the proposed abandonment involves an out-of-use rail line, the ahandonment
should have no ellect on overall energy usage







(iv)  If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of
more than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B)  An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy
consumption and show the data and methodology used to
arrive at the figure given,

The Line has been inactive for at least two years. There will be na diversion of raffic to
motor carricrs as a result of the proposed abandonment, and. by cxtension, there will be no trafTic
diversions that would exceed the thresholds stated above.

(S) IR

(i) If the proposed action will result in cither:

(A)  Anincrease in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any
scegment of rail line affected by the proposal , or

(B)  Anincrease in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by
carload activity), or

(C)  Anaverage increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the
average daily traffic or S0 vehicles a day on any affected road
segment, quantify the anticipated effeet on air emissions. For a
proposal under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 10505) to construct a new line or
reinstitute service over a previously ahandoned line, only the cight
train a day provision i sub-scetion (S)(i)(A) will apply.

The abuove thresholds will not be exceeded.

(ii) If the proposed action affeets a class [ or non-attainment arca under the
Clean Air Act, and will result in cither:

(A)  Aninercase in rail traffic or at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton
miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any
segment of rail line,

(B)  Anincrease in rail vard activity of at least 20 pereent (measured by
carload activity), or

{(C)  Anaverage increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, the
state whether any expected inereased cmissions are within the
paramelers established by the State Implementation Plan. However,
for a rail construction 49 U.S.C. 10901{or 49 U.S.C. 10505), or a case
involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line,
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only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.

Based upon 40 CFR § 81.323. WMI believes that Van Buren County is not designated as
& non-attainment area. and that the above-stated thresholds are therefore inapplicable
Neverthceless. the above thresholds will not be exceeded.

(iii)

[f transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and
freon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of
service; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant’s
safety record (lo the extent available) on derailments, accidents and spills,
contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

Nol applicable.

(6) NOISE

[f any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, state
whether the proposed action will cause:

M
(ii)

An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or

an increasc Lo a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. [f so, identify
sensitive receptors (c.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement
communitics, and nursing homes) in the projeet arca, and quantify the noise
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

Nonu of the thresholds i item 5(1) ol thus section will be exceeded.

(7) SAFETY

(i)

Describe any cffects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).

The proposed abandonment of a long-out-of-service rail line should have no material
adverse impact on public health and safety. In fact, if the abandonment is granted and the Linc 1s
salvaged. WMI will close permanently 20 public road crossings and 14 private crossings. thereby
enhancing salety by facilnating MDO'T”s interest in safer driving conditions. and climinating
distractions to vehicular traffic crossing the Line.

(i)

If hazardous materials are expected to be transported , identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are
being transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous
compounds; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicant’s safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents
and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and
the likelihood of an aceidental release of hazardous materials.
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No hazardous materials are expected 10 be transported. and, indeed. no traffic of any kind
has moved over the Line in more than two years.

(iii) I there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been
known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way; identify the location of
thosc sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.

WM]I has no knowledge of hazardous waste siies or sites where there have been known
hazardous maicrials spills on the Line’s right-of-way or on adjacent land.

(8) BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether
the proposed action is hkely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

\WMI does not believe that the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or
threatencd species or arcas designated as a entical habitat. WMI has noufied the regional office
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“USF&W™) in an cflort 1o determine whether the
proposed abandonment will adversely affect endangered or threatened species or arcas
designated as critical habitat. A copy of this Repoit was atlached 1o the letter sent 1o USF&W,
Sce E&HR Consuliation Letter Example and Service List. auached as Exhibit 2,

WMI's proposed rail salvage activitics would take place entirely upon existing WMI
right-ol-way Access t0 WMI's right-of-way for purposes ol any salvage activily would be
accomplished via the right-of-way isell, and/or via existing public and/or privaic grade
crossings The proposed abandonment and unticipated track salvage would not require the
crealion of new access points to the Line, and would not involve removal of wrees or other
wildlife habitat on lands adjacent to the existing railroad right-of-way.

(ii) Statc whether wildlife sunctunries or refuges, National or State parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

Bascd on invesuganon, WMI is unaware ol any wildhife sanctuaries or refuges. National
or State parks o1 forests that would be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment.
Nevertheless. WM has notified the Nauonal Park Service (*“NPS™) of the proposed
abandonment. A copy of this Report was attached to the letter sent to NPS  See E&IHR
Consultauon Letier Example and Service List. attached as Exhibit 2.

") WATER
(i) Bascd on consultation with State water gquality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water

quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

WMI is confident that the proposed abandonment will be consistent with applicable water
quality standards. In connection with this issuc. WMI has contacted the Michigan Department of
Envononmental Quality ("MDEQ™) and the Unned States Environmental Protection Agency
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("USEPA™) by letlers dated December 18, 2012, A copy of this report was attached to cach of
the letters. Sce E&HR Consuliation Letter Example and Service List, attached as Exhibit 2.

As indicated above. WMI anticipates that, following the effective date of the subject
abandonment exemption notice, it will engage in the salvage of the Line’s track and track
material. But any such track salvage acuvitics will take place above the surface of the ground.
and, thus. salvage will not involve any excavation. grading, or other ground or soil disturbance.
As a result. the proposcd abandonment will not trigger the need for any storm water mitigation,
ncluding a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (“"NPDES™) permit.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engincers, state whether
permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are
required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or
100-ycar flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

WMI believes that — (1) no permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be
required for the proposed abandonment. and (2) no designated wetlands or 100-year (lood plains
will be affected. Upon receiving abandonment authonty. removal of track material will be
accomphished by use of the nght-of-way for access. along with access via existing public and
privale crossings as necessary. No new access roads will be created for purposes of track
salvage WMI will not disturb any of the Line’s underlving roadbed, nor will it undertake any
ground disturbance activities that would cause secdimentation or erosion of the soil (such as
excavation or grading). and WMI does not anticipate any dredging or use of 111l in the removal of
the track material. Morcover. WMI does not anticipate undertaking any salvage activity that
would disturb strcams. streambeds. or wetlands  The crossties and/or other debris associated
with salvage. it removed, will be transported away from the Linc., and will not be discarded
along the right-of~way. Such materials will not be placed or left in streams or wetlands. or along
the banks of such waierways. Also. during track removal. appropriate measures will be
implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels. lubricants or any other pollutant materials
from entering any waterways  For these reasons, WMI believes that a permit under Scction 404
of the Clean Water Act will not be required

WMI has contacted the U.S Army Corps of Engincers —by letter dated December 18,
2012 A copy ol this Report was attuched 10 the letier  Sce E&HR Consultauon Letter Example
and Scrvice List. attached as Exhibit 2.

(iii)  State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.
1342) are required for the proposed action.

WMI believes that no permut under section 402 of the Clean Water Act would be required
for the abandonment. (Sce discussion in scction 9 (i) and (ii). above ) Nevertheless. WMI has
contacted the MDLQ and the USEPA by letter dated December 18, 2012, secking guidance on
any potential water quality impacts (based on applicable water quality standards) and in
determimng whether the proposed abandonment 1s consistent with such federal. state. or local
stundards. A copy of this report was attached 10 the letier  Sce E&HR Consuliation Letter
Example and Service List, attached as Exhibit 2.







(10) PROPOSED MITIGATION

Deseribe any actions that are proposcd to mitigate adverse environmental impacts,
indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

WMI docs not expect any adverse environmental impact will result from the proposed
abandonment and. therefore. is of the opinion thal mitigating action is unnceessary. WMI will,

of course, cooperate in any (urther cvaluation ol proposcd remedial/mitigation actions which
interested federal. state. and/or local agencies may recommiend 1o the Board.

(11)  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR RAIL CONSTRUCTIONS

Not applicable.







IHISTORIC REPORT

49 CFR § 1105.8(d):

(1)  A.US.G.S. topographic map (or alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently
detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed
action) showing the location of the proposed aetion, and the locations and
approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and
are part of the proposed action;

Topographic maps depicting the location of the proposed abandonment and the location
of structures that arc 50 years old or older and that are located along the Line are attached as
Exhibit 3 These maps are being supplied to the Michigan State Housing Development
Authority - Stale Histonc Prescrvation Office (“MISHPO™) as pan of a complete copy of this
report - WMI understands that there arc 2 railroad structures on the Line that are believed to be
50 ycars old or older. cach of them a bndge.

(2) A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the
extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the
surrounding area;

According to WMI records. the Line's night-ol-way is predominantly 50 feet in width.
The Line runs adjacent to lands of varving uscs. ranging from forested open land and rural
farmland 10 commercial and residential areas. The topography is generally flat, with some
rolling hills

(3)  Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad
structures on the property that are 50 ycars old or older and of the immediately
surrounding area;

WMI has deternined that there are two structures along the Line — each of them arc
trestles or bndges ~ that may be 50 years old or older. and the location of cach such structure is
shown on the U.S.G $ maps atiached as Exlubin 3.2 The two bridges are as follows: (1) a
roughly 37" steel and wood trestle at milepost 22.54; and (2) a roughly 67° wooden span at
milepost 29.8. WMI has photographed and documented cach of these structures, and has
supplicd original photographs of cach such structure 1o MISHPO for evaluauon. (Copics of the
alorementioned photographs arc atiached herelo as Exhibit 4.) Aside from the materials included
in Exhibit 4, WMI does not have any additional information in its possession (such as
engineering diagrams or other records) that would be useful in aiding in any historical structurcs
analvsis.

WMI does not anticipate removing or dismantling cither of the iwo brnidges..

2 WMI has no records permitting it 1o confirm definitively that the two bridges are indeed 50
years old or older  Based on constiuction. design. and current condition. WMI is ol an opinion.
however. that the two bridges arc most likely at least 50 years old.
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(4)  The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any
major alterations, to the extent such information is known;

According to the hmited information in WMI’s possession. the two bridges along the
Line are belicved to have been built a1 least 50 years ago. WMI does not know when these two
bridges were built. and has no construction or engincering records that could aid in determining a
likely construction datc  WMI has nol undertaken any major improvements to these bridges
duning the time that WMI has owned the Line.

(5) A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of
what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action;

WM has no historical records of'its own relating to the Line. Based on rescarch,
however. WMI understands that the Line was constructed by the Toledo and South Haven
Railroad (“TSHR™) in 1877 TSHR wus a predecessor 1o the Pere Marquette Railway. which
became a subsidiary of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Company (“C&O™). In 1986, C&0
sold the Line 1o Southwestern Michigan Railroad Company, Inc.. d/b/a Kalamazoo. Lake Shore
& Chicago Railway (“KLSC™) pursuant to Southwestern Michigan Railroad Company, lnc ,
d/b/a Kalamazoo. Lake Shore & Chicago Railway — Acquisition and Opcration Exemption — The

Chesapenke and Ohio Railway Company. [CC Finance Docket No. 30803 (ICC served Apr. 22,
1986).

WMI (formerly known as West Jersey Railroad Co ) assumed operauon of the Line in
June of 1995 upon KL.SC"s bankrupicy. and laier in the same year acquired the Line through the
K1LSC bankruptcy procceding. See West Michigan Railroad Co. — Purchase and Operation
Exemption — Rail Line ol the Kalamazoo, Lake Shore & Chicago Railway Co. Beiween Hanford
and Paw Paw, Michigan. ICC Finance Docket No 32787

WMI is unaware of the extent 1o which KLSC or C&O (or C&QO’s predecessors may
have modilicd the Line or the track and track structures along the line, although WMI

discovered 1hat portions of the Linc were without track at the ume WMI acquired the Line in
1995

WMI intends, upon the effectiveness of the abandonment exemption. Lo sierminale its rail
common carricr obligation over, and to abandon, the Line  WMI would salvage the rail and
track material that posscsscs positive net salvage value, and potentially may opt 10 re-deploy
satvaged itlems on other Pioneer-controlled il lines WM doces not intend 10 dismantle or
remove any biidges along the Line. The right-of-way will either be disposcd of or the easements
will be relinquished (Lo the extent WMI does not own in fee any portion of the subject right-of-
way). o1 the corridor may be preserved under an interim uail use arrangement,

3 WMI is a subsidiary of short linc holding company Pioneer Railcom.

! For example. a1 the ume WMI sought 1CC authority to acquire the Line. WMI pointed out that
the portion of the Line between milepost 30.30 and the ends of the line at milepost 30 55 was
without track WMI presumed that KLSC may have removed the track without first obtaining
ICC abandonment authority.
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(6) A bricf summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as enginecring
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to he
historic;

As indicated above, the Line appears to have heen built in the early 1870s. but WML is
one of many subscequent owners of these rail assets. WMI was not supplicd with. and does not
have. engincening drawings of the two bridges wentified above, 1n fact. the only relevant
documents in WMI's possession have been meluded in Exhibit 4.

(N An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad’s possession) as
to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places (36 C.F.R. § 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of

. archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the
project area, and the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the
State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities);

As indicated above. WMI's records indicate that there are 2 structures (bridges) on or
adjacent 1o the Line that WMI believes may be 50 years old or older. 1In WMI's opinion. these
structures would not meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of Iistonic Places. As
the photographs supplied to MISHPO suggest. none of the subject structures appears Lo have
unique or otherwise sigmfican design characieristics. Moreover., neither of these structures is
linked to cvents or historic significance. WMI understands that the 1wo bridges in question could
remain 1n usc in the cvent that the Line’s right-of-way was to be converied into recreational trail.
And. again. WMI has no plans to remove or alter either of the 1wo bridges located along the line
(aside from possibly removing the rail and other track material located upon or along the
struclures).

WMI is unaware of any archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic
propertics on the Line’s right-of-way.

8) A description (based on readily available information in the railroad’s possession) of
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions
{naturally vccurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of
resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic waste), and the
surrounding terrain.

WMI has no records of. and is unaware of. any known subsurface ground disturbance or
fill. or environmental conditions that might affect the recovery of urcheological resources.
Undoubtedly, track woik and/or construction has occurred regularly over the many years that the
Line has been in operation  Such work may have afTecied the potential for recovery of
archeological resources.
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BAKER & MILLER PLLC

ATTORNEYS and COUNSELLORS

240t PENNSYLVANIA AVOCNUE NW
SUITE 300
WABHINGTON DC 20027

TELEPHONE (202) 882 7820
FACSIMILL (202) sB2-78490

ROQEBERT A WiMDISH
E-Muit rwmbish@baksrangmiier com

December 18. 2012

Thomas L. Tidwell, Chief

Forest Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building
201 14th Strcet SW

Washington, DC 20024

RE:  West Michigan Railroad Co. - Abandonment Lxempion - In Van Buren
County, MI, STB Docket No AB-1107X

Dear Chicf Tidwell:

On or about Junuary 7, 2013, West Michigan Railroad Company (“WMI™) expects to file
with the Suifacc Transportation Board (“STB") a Notice of Lxemption pursuant to 49 C.F.R
Part 1152, Subpart F (Exempl Abandonments, et al ), in which WMI will seek to abandon
approximately 10.67 miles of rail line located in Van Buren County, Michigan. The subject rail
line proposed lor abandonment (Lhe “Line™) extends from milepost 19.88 (west of the Line’s
crossing of 56 Streel, near Lawrence, MI) to milepost 30.55 (cast of Kalamazoo Street in Paw
Paw, MI). The Line traverses United States Postal Zip Code territorics 49064 and 49079.

Altached is a consolidated Environmental and Historic Report (the “E&EHR™ or “Report™)
describing the proposed action and any cxpected environmental and historic effects, as well as
maps of the affecied area  We are providing you with this Report so that you may review the
information that will form the basis for the STB’s independent environmental analysis of the
proposed rail line abandonment. [fany of the information in the attached E&HR is misleading
or incorrect, if you believe thal pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions
about the $TB’s environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental
Analysis (“OEA™). Surface Transporiation Board. 395 E Strect, SW. Washington, DC 20423-
0001, TEL: (202) 245-0295. and reler to STB Docket No, AB-1107X  You may also contact the
undersigned counsel for WMI. Because statutes and regulauons applicable to rait line
abandonments impose suingent deadlines for processing Lhis aclion, your wrillen comiments Lo
OEA, if any, would be appreciated within 3 weeks As undersigned counsel for WML, | would




BAKER & MILLER PLLC

ATTORNEYS sng COUNSELLONS

2401 PENNSYLVARIA AVENUE NW
SWTE 100
WASHINGTON, DC 20037

TELEPHONE (202) 88) 7820
FACSIMILE {202} BO3-7a40

{202) 603-7824 (Diraci Dal)

ROBERT A WiNBIEN
E Mmil rwimbishi@baberangmilter com

December 18, 2012

Thomas L. Tidwell, Chiel

IForest Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Sidney R. Yates ffederal Building
201 14th Strect SW

Washington, DC 20024

RE:  West Michigan Ratlroad Co. - Abundonment Exempiion - In Van Buren
County, MI, STB Docket No. AB-1107X

Dear Chief Tidwell.

On or about January 7, 2013, West Michigan Railroad Company (“WMI™) expects to file
with the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Nouice of Exemption pursuant to 49 C.F.R
Pan 1152, Subpart F (Exempt Abandonments, et al.), in which WMI will seck to abandon
approximately 10 67 miles of rail line localed in Van Buren County, Michigan The subject rail
line proposed for abandonmem (the “Line™) extends from milepost 19.88 (west of the Line’s
crossing of 56™ Street, near Lawrence, M) to milepost 30.55 (east of Kalamazoo Strect in Paw
Paw, MI) The Line traverses United States Postal Zip Code territorics 49064 and 49079.

Atlached is a consolidated Environmental and Historic Report (the “E&HR” or “Repont”)
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as
maps of the affected area. We are providing you with this Report so that you may review the
information that will form the basis for the STBs independent environmental analysis of the
proposed rail line abandonment. Ifany of the information in the anached E&IIR is misleading
or incorreet, if you believe that pertinent information 1s missing. or if you have any questions
about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental
Analysis (“OEA™). Surlace Transportauion Board. 395 E Swect, SW. Washington, DC 20423-
0001; TEL. (202) 245-0295. and refer to STR Docket No. AB-1107X  You may also contact the
undersigned counsel for WML, Because statutes and regulations applicable to rail line
abandonments impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your writien comments Lo
OEA, if any, would be appreciated within 3 weeks. As undersigned counsel for WM, | would




STB Docket No. AB-
SERVICE LIST pursuant to 1105.7

State Clearinghouse

Diane Burton, LARA [Exccutive Office

Michigan Department of Energy, Labor & liconomic Growth
611 West Ouawa

Lansing, MI 48933

(517)373-1820

Jeannine Farkas, Section Sccretary
Michigan Depariment of Transportation
Rail Safety Sceuon

425 West Ouawa

P.O. Box 30050

Lansing. Michigan 48909

(517) 373-8235

State Environmental Protection Agency

Jim Kasprzak. Chicf’

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
P.O Box 30473

Lansing. MI 48909-7973

(517) 241-7427

State Coastal Zone Management

Jim Milne, Chief Great Lakes Shore Land Unit
Michigan Department of’ Environmental Quality
Water Resources Division

525 West Allegan Street

P.O Box 30458

Lansing. Ml 48909-7958

(269) 567-3500




Head of cach county &/ or political entity

Chris Randall

Chairman, Board of Commussioners
Van Buren County

300 W. White Ouak Road

Lawton. M1 49065

Ken Barnet

Supcrvisor

Lawrence Township

205 N Paw Paw St.

P.O. Box 442

Lawrence. M1 49064-0442

David Richardson
Supervisor

Paw Paw Township
Township [Hall Building
114 N. Gremps St

Paw Paw, M| 49079

Mary Websier
Village President
Village of L.awrence
PO Box 217

157 N. Paw Paw
Lawrence. M1 49079

Larry Nielsen

Village Manager

Village of Paw Paw

111 E Michigan Ave

Paw Paw, Michigan 49079-0179

Regional Office of the Environmental Protection Agency

Susan llcdman, Region 5 Administrator

US Environmental Protection Agency - Region 5

Mailcode: R19)

77 W Jackson Blvd
Chicago. 11. 60604
(312) 886-3000

28]




The US Fish & Wildlife Service

Tom Meclius, Regional Director
Midwest Region

U.S. Fish and Wildlifc Service

5600 American Blvd. West. Suite 990
Bloomington. MN 55437-1458

(612) 713-5360

U.S. Army Corp of Engincers

Commander James L.. Booth

Executive OfTice

U.S. Army Corps of Engincers Detroit District
477 Michigan Ave

Detroit, M1 48226

The National Park Service

Charlic Stockman

Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program
Nauonal Paik Service

RTCA Program

1201 Eyc St.,, NW. 9th Floor (Org Code 2240)
Washington, DC 20005

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Garry Lece. State Conservationist
Natural Resources Conservation Scrvice
3001 Coolidge Road, Suitc 250

East Lansing. Michigun 48823

(517) 324-5270

US Soil Conservation Service

Dave White, Chicl

USDA, NRCS, OfTice of the Chief

1400 Independence Ave . SW. Room 5105-A
Washingtlon, DC 20250

(202) 720-7246




National Geodetic Survey

Juliana Blackwell, Director
National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282
(301) 713-3242

State Historic Preservation

Brian D. Conway. Michigan Siatc Historic Preservation OfTicer

Michigan State Housing Development Authority - State Historic Preservation Office
735 E. Michigan Avenue

P.O. Box 30044

Lansing. M1 48909

(517) 373-8370




Advance Notiee Contacts
Scrvice List pursuant to 1152.50

Public Service Commission

Orjiakor Isiogu

Commissioner

Michigan Public Scrvice Commission
4300 W. Saginaw Highway

P.0O. Box 3022]

Lansing, MI 48909

Department of Defense (Military Traffic Management Command, Transportation

Engincering Agency, Railroads for National Defense Program

David Dorlman

SDDC TEA

Railroads for National Defense
709 Ward Dr.. Bldg. 1990
Scott AFB. IL 62225
Telephone: (618) 220-5741

The National Park Scrvice, Recreation Resources Assistance Division

Charlic Stockmun

National P’ark Service

Rivers & Trails Conservation Program

1201 Eye Street. NW. 9th Floor (Org. Code 2220)
Washington, D.C. 20005

Telephone: (202) 354-6900

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Chief of the Forest Service

Thomas |. Tidwell. Clief

l-orest Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Sidney R Yates Federal Building
201 14th Street SW

Washington. DC 20024
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View - North
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